


The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 


COMMISSIONERS ON FISHERIES AND GAME 


321 STATE HOUSE 


Boston, Dec. 9, 1918 


COMMISSIONERS 


WILLIAM C. ADAMS GEORGE H. GRAHAM 
ARTHUR L. MILLETT 


ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMMISSION 


William Brewster, Esq., 

145 Brattle St., 

Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Sir: 

On January 1 next the question will arise of issuing to 
you a permit to take birds, etc., for scientific purposes for the 
year 1919. 


We are sending under separate cover a copy of the 


Enabling Act relating to migratory birds, from which you will see 
that it is necessary for you to obtain a federal permit as well as 
one from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


In view of the fact that obtaining a federal permit is a 


condition precedent to your being able to utilize the permit which 
we would issue to you, we would advise that you immediately apply 
to the Biological Survey, Washington, D. C., for such a permit. 

Upon receiving notice from the Biological Survey that 
they have issued to you such permit, we will immediately forward to 
you one covering the state of Massachusetts. 

In the meantime we would say that we are writing to the 
Biological Survey notifying them that w^will issue to you a state 
permit providing that a federa 


Very ti 



WCA/BB 


Chairman. 












The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 



COMMISSIONERS ON FISHERIES AND GAME 
321 STATE HOUSE 

Boston, Jan. 6, 1919 


WILLIAM C. ADAMS GEORGE H. GRAHAM address all communications to the commission 

ARTHUR L. MiLLETT 

. William Brewster, Esq., 


145 Brattle St., Cambridge, Mass. 
Dear Mr. Brewster: 


The United States Biological Survey is beginning to receive 
applications for federal permits under the Enabling Act. We have 
perfected a working agreement with the Survey by which they forward 
to us these applications for our approval before they are finally 
acted upon by the Survey. 

We notice that on one or more occasions you appear as an 
endorser on these applications. 

Realizing that owing to your prominence in the scientific 
field you may be importuned on many occasions to sign such petitions, 
we take the liberty of mentioning to you the attitude of our board on 
this whole matter. During the cast few years we have endeavored to 
limit the issuance of state permits to take birds and eggs for 
scientific purposes to those people only who are collecting for 
recognized museums or whose work will appear in permanent form 
in the shape of contributions to science. We understand that this 
policy has the hearty approval of the recognized experts in the 
field. We are writing to you thinking that this may be of some 
assistance to you in determining whether or not you should endorse 
certain applications. We have no particular case in mind at this time. 


The permits of the Biological Survey cannot become operative 
in this state until the holder of the same has also received one of 
our state permits to take birds and eggs for scientific purposes, 
and the Survey and the Board are working together in order to bring 
about the greatest degree of harmony and effective work. 


Our board is in full sympathy with efforts to advance the 
jause of science in fields over which it has, jurisdiction, and if 
there are any ways in which you think wepzan enlarge our sphere 

suggestions from you. 


usefulness we will always be glad to ha. 

Very truly 



of 


WCA/BB 


Chairman 









COMMISSIONERS 


The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 


COMMISSIONERS ON FISHERIES AND GAME 
321 STATE HOUSE 


Boston, Jan, 10, 1919. 


WILLIAM C. ADAMS GEORGE H. GRAHAM 
ARTHUR L. MILLETT 


ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMMISSION 


William Brewster, Esq., 

145 Brattle Street, 

Cambridge, Mas s. 

Dear Mr, Brewster: 

It is a very great pleasure to have your letter of the 
8th inst-. as bearing on the handling of permits to take migratory 
bird.3. 

I shall leave in a few hours for Alabama, and it is im¬ 
possible for me to discuss your letter at length now. 

However, I should like to sum it up briefly to you in 
this way, — if at any time in pursuing your studies you wish to have 
any special dispensations, or desire to make special arrangements we will 
be most happy indeed to go as far with you as it is possible for us to 
do. At any time please feel free to state your case, and we will glad¬ 
ly give you our opinion as to what will be practicable in the matter. 

Moreover, we hope that you will give us the benefit of your 


experience and let us hear from you from time to time as to matters of 
mutual interest. 



WCA/LBR 













The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 



COMMISSIONERS 


COMMISSIONERS ON FISHERIES AND GAME 
321 STATE HOUSE 

BOSTON. Feb. 17, 1919. 


WILLIAM C. ADAMS GEORGE H. GRAHAM 
ARTHUR L MILLETT 


ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMMISSION 


William Brewster, Esq., 

145 Brattle Street, 

Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Brewster: 

The Biological Survey in its rules and regulations for the 
protection of migratory birds has provided for the issuance of per¬ 
mits to take birds and eggs for scientific purposes. Also for a 
taxidermist permit. 

Recently we explained to some ornithologists our attitude—- 
toward the issuing of such permits. For your information we here-" 
with enclose a copy of the letter, — although you mav have received 
one. Our feeling is that ways should be devised to'utilize the pre¬ 
sent stock of specimens in this country, by establishing so^e sort of 
a clearing house under federal or state control, and prohibiting 
further collecting unless for advanced scientific research. 

In view of the foregoing the members of our board have set 
aside xuesday afternoon, Feb. 35, beginning at 3.30 P.M., for a con¬ 
ference at its office in the State House with those interested in this 
work from a scientific and commercial (taxidermist) standpoint, in 
order to fully discuss what the board's policy should be in handling 
the question. 6 

We would be greatly pleased to ha 
time, for we desire to have your views. 

If you cannot come, kindly 

Very 



WCA/LBR 

Enclosure. 


Chairman. 











COMMISSIONERS 


The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 


COMMISSIONERS ON FISHERIES AND GAME 
321 STATE HOUSE 

Boston, Feb. 17, 1919 


WILLIAM C. ADAMS GEORGE H. GRAHAM 
ARTHUR L MILLETT 


ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMMISSION 


william Brewster, Esq., 

145 Brattle St., Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Brewster: 

The fact that the Biological Survey is issuing Federal 
permits to take migratory birds for scientific (and taxidermist) pur¬ 
poses appears to be encouraging a larger number of applications than 
heretofore for State permits, - as it relates to Massachusetts. 

The Survey in its notices to successful applicants states 
that these permits are issued subject to the lav; of the states in which 
the collectors intend to operate. 

We have recently received applications from three taxider¬ 
mists who say that they have applied for Federal permits. 

Some time ago we wrote a number of the well-known ornithol¬ 
ogists in this State a letter, copy of which we herewith enclose, which 
is self-explanatory. 

In view of the fact that the Federal permits are drafted along 
much mere liberal lines than any policy we have ever followed, we have 
decided to invite to a conference all the well-known ornithologists 





w. B. #8. 

3/17/19. 

of this State, in order to discuss fully just what should be the policy 
of our Board in reference to the issuing of permits to take birds and 
eggs for scientific purposes. 

After having investigated this matter to some extent I have 
become impressed with the large stock of birds and eggs which now either 
lie in the hands of commercial dealers who are unable to sell them, or 
in private collections as ''duplicates.” 

From all I can glean out of the situation at present it would 
seem to me desirable to establish say a National Bird and Egg Exchange, 
or some such an institution, which would be operated either by the 
government or by some private individuals or association directly under 
governmental or State control, which would act as a clearing house for 
this vast amount of material. For example, if a taxidermist or a private 
collector in Eoston had any specimens to be disposed of, he should be 
required to send these specimens to the National Exchange, with informa¬ 
tion as to where they came from, the circumstances under which they were 
taken, and the time; and then, if any person, museum or institution 
wished to obtain a specimen of any kind, whether birds or eggs, let them 
apply direct to the Bird Exchange (or whatever you want to call it) and 
then let the Exchange supply the wants. 

This plan would enable those desirous of obtaining specimens 
to get the very best services possible, for the Exchange would likely 
have the largest stock in the country and also some of the most expert 
men operating it. It would enable the taxidermists and private collectors 
to gradually clean up their stocks, under rigid inspection from start to 
finish, and not suffer financial loss. 

It'jrouldJiave ,. the beneficial effect of compelling the peopl e 










, ,w. B. #3. 

3/17/19. 

in the country to use up the stock now on hand, instead of killing off new 

stock . It may be argued that a great deal of this material would not 
be of the most desirable character. That may be true; but, on the other 
hand, except for highly specialized purposes it would seem that it would 
answer all reasonable requirements. 

There are certain branches of the study, - scientific inves¬ 
tigation, - where of course a number of specimens may have to be taken 
(such as, for example, the study of plumage variations); but for ordinary 
purposes of a museum this is not true. Moreover, personally I am very 
much opposed to the taking of birds by ornithologists or any one else, 
simply because they happen to be rare birds in a certain locality. For 
example, - if a red-headed woodpecker comes into the State of Massachu¬ 
setts I do not see that any useful purpose is to be served by shooting 
that bird. If a collector wants a specimen for his collection, I am 
satisfied that if such a bird exchange were in existence there would be 
dozens of perfectly good specimens of red-headed woodpeckers (today lying 
buried as "duplicates)" which he might obtain. This would let the rare 
visitor live, and possibly he would be the forerunner of more of his 
kind. 

Perhaps I have developed the point too much in detail for a 
starter; but I should like to hear from you on this subject, and to have 
such suggestions as you think will put this whole project into practical 
operation. 

We on our board desire to do everything in our power to ad¬ 
vance the cause of science; but we also believe that it should be sharply 
distinguished from the educational programs of bird studies with somewhat 
the same idea that advanced research would be distinguished from an or¬ 
dinary college course, 


For general educational work we have stock on 








hand in this country to take care of our 7/ants for a generation if it 
is properly worked up and distributed, and in the meantime the birds 
would be protected, 

I am writing a similar ' es 

and addresses appear on the enclo 

Very 



f 


Chairman 


WCA/LBR 

Enclosures 





